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In 2023, we expanded our partnership network from 12 to 30 leading
cancer centers across India, a testament to the growing trust and
collaboration among the nation’s best. Our registries have amassed
extensive data that is critical for understanding and improving patient
outcomes across various hematological cancers. We remain focused on
maintaining the highest quality of this data through rigorous source data
verification processes, ensuring its accuracy and reliability.

Our commitment to education has strengthened, with our nursing
webinars and data entry operator training programs playing a crucial role
in refining the skills necessary to handle complex data and patient care.
These initiatives are pivotal in maintaining the integrity and quality of our
data, which is fundamental to our research outcomes.

This year, we presented four significant studies at the 65th ASH Annual
Meeting, showcasing our leadership in addressing complex challenges in
hematological malignancies. These studies have not only advanced our
understanding but have also positioned HCC as a leader in the field,
influencing treatment protocols and patient care globally.
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MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR

Dear Friends, Colleagues, and Partners,

As we reflect on the past year at the Hematology Cancer Consortium
(HCC), we are filled with a profound sense of accomplishment and
gratitude. Our mission to enhance the care outcomes of hematological
malignancies through collaborative research, data aggregation, and
education has seen significant progress and heartening success.
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DR. VIKRAM MATHEWS

DIRECTOR, 

HEMATOLOGY CANCER CONSORTIUM- ASSOCIATION

Warm regards,

Our Patient Advocacy Group has been a beacon of support, organizing
monthly meetings that provide essential information and community for
patients, survivors, and caregivers. The introduction of online support
groups has further extended our reach, ensuring that no one faces their
journey alone.

Looking ahead, our goals are clear. We will continue to expand our
research, enhance our educational initiatives, and grow our community.
The upcoming clinical trials and ongoing studies are set to further our
mission, promising another year of significant contributions to the field of
hematological cancers.

I am grateful to each one of you—our partners, members, and supporters—
for your unwavering support and dedication. Together, we are making a
measurable difference in the lives of many. Here’s to continuing our
journey with hope, determination, and a shared vision of transforming
patient care in hematology.

Thank you for being a part of this remarkable journey.

We also marked our 3rd Annual Meeting with a focus on “Consolidation
and Planning for the Future.” This gathering was pivotal, setting the
direction for our upcoming initiatives and reinforcing our commitment to
structured, impactful research.



OUR GOALS

Aggregate clinical data to support and advance care outcomes of
hematological malignancies
Develop evidence based, locally relevant treatment protocols
and guidelines
Run investigator initiated prospective collaborative clinical
trials addressing regionally relevant questions and evaluating
cost effective treatment strategies
Continuous education to improve awareness and enhance
knowledge of therapeutic options for standardization of care in
hematological cancers
Provide information on disease characteristics, disease types
and burden of disease, treatment patterns, unique challenges in
treatment, short and mid-term outcomes, and long-term effects
(outcomes of registry).

WHO ARE WE

Hematology Cancer Consortium (HCC) is a multi center collaborative
organization established to fulfil the long felt need of good quality,

cooperative group data in hematological malignancies in India.
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OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

We began with 12 leading Cancer Centers as our institutional partner and we
currently have 30 partners.
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 Registries: 

Registry Total Records

Acute Myeloid Leukemia 6836

Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 5553

Chronic Myeloid Leukemia 3578

Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia 813

Lymphoma 9451
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 REGISTRY

One of our goal is to aggregate clinical data to support and advance care
outcomes of hematological malignancies. 

We are focusing on understanding existing challenges and developing
appropriate solutions.

Providing a brief overview of the records for each registry in 2023, along with
the progress in terms of year-wise data contributions from various centers

across the country since 2018.
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In the year 2023, twenty eight centers across the country recorded 1607
Acute Myeloid Leukemia patients' information.

Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) Registry 

Progress of AML registry from 2018-2023

Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) Registry 

Twenty five centers across the country recorded 1225 Acute Lymphocytic
Leukemia patients' information.

Progress of ALL registry from 2018-2023
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Twenty nine centers across the country recorded 1259 Chronic
Myeloid Leukemia patients' information.

Chronic Myeloid Leukemia (CML) Registry 

Progress of CML from 2020-2023

Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia (APML) Registry 

Twenty-one centers across the country recorded 186 Acute
Promyelocytic Leukemia patients' information. 

Progress of APML registry from 2018-2023
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Twenty nine centers across the country recorded 3264 Lymphoma
patients' information. 

Lymphoma (LYM) Registry 

Progress of Lymphoma registry from 2020-2023



RESEARCH

Study Title: A phase III randomized study to compare a risk-startified and
response adapted strategy to ABVD regimen in adolscents and adults with
advanced stage Hodgkin lymphoma (ABVD Hodgkin’s Study)

Study design: Open-label, Phase III randomized study, comparison of two standard-
of-care approaches, multi-centre
Sample size: 200 patients
Study duration: 4 years accrual, 3 years follow-up since the last patient is enrolled
and 10 years for the long-term follow-up phase since last patient is enrolled
CTRI Registration: CTRI/2020/12/030132
Status: 167 patients have been recruited in total. 165 in TMH and 2 in JIPMER. 
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Study Title: Outcomes and prognostic factors in patients with Primary
Mediastinal B cell Lymphoma: Real world data (PMBCL Study)

Study Design: Observational, retrospective cohort
Time Perspective: All the consecutive patients registered between 2015-2020 with
diagnosis of Primary Mediastinal B cell Lymphoma
Status: Completed
Outcome: This large Indian dataset shows that DA-R-EPOCH efficacy is inferior to
the NCI trial and North American analysis, with CR at the end of treatment being the
key outcome determinant, while selection bias remains a major limitation.

(Outcomes and prognostic factors in patients with Primary Mediastinal B cell
Lymphoma: An experience from HCC, 65th ASH Annual Meeting, 2023)

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/pmbcl-study.pdf

RESEARCH

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/pmbcl-study.pdf


RESEARCH
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Study Title: To study outcomes in young CML treated with Tyrosine Kinase
Inhibitors (TKI) in India (HCC CML STOUT)

Study Design: Observational, retrospective cohort
Time Perspective: Adolscents and young adults (aged 15-29 years) diagnosed with
CML in India between January 2015 and 31st March 2022
Status: Completed
Outcome: The AYA group had fewer low-risk cases hence more number were treated
upfront with second-generation TKI and EFS was better in this group, however the
registry's short follow-up duration and limited evaluable patients hindered
molecular and cytogenetic response analysis.

(To study outcomes in young CML treated with TKI. A registry data from
Hematological Cancer Consortium (HCC) of India, 65th ASH Annual Meeting, 2023)

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/cml-stout-study.pdf

Study Title: Mixed phenotypic acute leukemia- Clinical presentation and
outcomes of patients treated with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia like protocols
a multi-institutional study from India (MPAL Study)

Study Design: Observational, multicentre, prospective cohort study
Time Perspective: All consecutive diagnosed with mixed phenotypic acute leukemia
(MPAL) between January 2018 and 31st March 2022.
Status: Completed
Outcome: This study, one of the largest on MPAL patients in a resource-limited
setting, found a 10% induction mortality, with worse 2-year EFS and OS likely due to
limited access to Allo-HSCT and treatment abandonment.

(Mixed phenotypic acute leukemia- clinical presentation, prognosis and outcomes of
patients treated with ALL like protocols- a multi-institutional study from India, 65th
ASH Meeting, 2023)

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/mpal-study.pdf

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/cml-stout-study.pdf
https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/mpal-study.pdf


RESEARCH
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Study Title: Outcomes of Philadelphia chromosome positive Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia (Ph+ ALL): Analysis from the database of the Hematology Cancer
Consortium (Ph+ ALL Study)

Study Design: Observational, multicentre, retrospective cohort
Time Perspective: All consecutive patients registered between January 2015 and December
2021 with Ph+ ALL as defined by the demonstration of t(9;22) in the baseline conventional
karyotype or FISH or the demonstration of BCR-ABL transcript at the time of diagnosis
Status: Completed
Outcome: In a large prospective study across 12 centers, it was found that most adult
Ph+ALL patients in India are treated with pediatric-type protocols, with Dasatinib as the
preferred TKI, but there is a high rate of treatment abandonment, including 18% loss to
follow-up within six months.

(Outcomes of Philadelphia Chromosome (Ph) Positive Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia: An
Indian Multi-Institution, Prospective Study from the Haematology Cancer Consortium
(HCC), 65th ASH Online Publication, 2023)

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/ph-all-study.pdf

Study Title: Patterns of care and outcome in Adult and Young Adult (AYA)
lymphomas- A multicentre registry study from India (AYA Study)

Study Design: Observational, multicentre, prospective registry study
Time Perspective: All consecutive adolscents and young adult cases (15 to 30 years
of age) of lymphoma patients registered between January 2017 to December 2022
who had received at least one cycle of chemotherapy
Status: Completed
Outcome: This large real-world dataset on AYA lymphoma from India highlights a
predominance of Hodgkin lymphoma, high radiation use, and adult-type regimens,
setting a benchmark for future collaborative studies.

(Patterns of care and outcome in AYA lymphomas- A multicentre registry study
from India, 65th ASH Annual Meeting, 2023). 

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/aya-study.pdf

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/ph-all-study.pdf
https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/abstracts/aya-study.pdf


UPCOMING CLINICAL TRIAL

Study Title: Phase III open labeled randomized controlled study to evaluate the
optimal dose of all-trans retinoic acid in the treatment of low and intermediate
risk acute promyelocytic leukemia. (HCC-APL22 DOSA Study)

Study design: Phase III open labeled Randomized Control Trial
Sample size: 280 patients (140 patients in each arm)
Study duration: 3 years
Objective: To evaluate the net treatment benefit (event-free survival, documented
infections, differentiation syndrome, hepatotoxicity and neuropathy in decreasing
order) between the two study arms.
Indication: Patient newly diagnosed with Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia and age
more than 15 years at diagnosis.
Update: 5 centers have been finalized for the study- Christian Medical College,
Vellore; Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai; Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate
Medical Education and Research, Puducharry; Malabar Cancer Center, Thalassery;
Army Hospital Research and Referral, Delhi. All the study documents have been
finalised and funding is under process
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SOURCE DATA VERIFICATION
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Source Data Verification (SDV) is a critical process in clinical research
that ensures the accuracy and reliability of data collected during clinical
trials. It involves comparing data entered into case report forms (CRFs)
or electronic data capture systems with the original source records, such
as medical charts or laboratory reports. This verification process helps
identify and correct discrepancies, ensuring that the data is accurate,
complete, and in compliance with Good Clinical Practice (GCP)
guidelines. Effective SDV not only enhances data integrity but also
contributes to the overall credibility and reliability of the clinical study
outcomes. 

We started the SDV process from November 2022 and  so far we have
completed the SDVs of  five studies and all the registries.

For the year 2023,  we have completed the SDVs of the four studies
selected for the 64th ASH annual meeting along with  SDVs of all the
registries for 7 centers.



Topics Speakers

Care of Neutropenic patients

Ms. Aswathy Asokan, 
MSc Nursing (PhD),

Pan India Nurse Educator, BMT-
Hematology department,

HCG  Group of Hospitals, India

Basics of nutrition in pediatric
oncology for Nurses

Ms. Momi Barman, BBCI, Guwahati
and Ms. Nikita Gaonkar, CTC,

Mumbai, Pediatric Onco Nutritionist,
Cuddles Foundation

Oncologic Emergencies: Recognition
and Initial Management

Ms. Ratnaprabha Pilane, Senior
Nurse, Department of Infection

Control, Tata Memorial Hospital,
Mumbai

Roles of Nurses in Apheresis
Mrs. Josephine Suganya, Apheresis
Nurse, Department of Hematology,

CMC Vellore

EDUCATION & TRAINING
NURSING WEBINARS

The HCC nurses group had initiated an education program to enhance
knowledge. First nursing webinar was conducted on 27 April 2021.

Twenty-six webinars have been conducted so far. Webinars are held
on the last Tuesday of every month. More than 100 nurses participate
in these webinars.

Thank you, team!

Nursing Webinars conducted since January-2023:
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CAR-T Cell Therapy: Role of Nurses
Mr. Pramodkumar Palavilayil,

Nursing Officer, Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai

Total Parenteral Nutrition: Clinical,
Competencies & Challenges: Nursing

Perspective

Ms. Mita Rowchowdhury, Nursing
Suoerintendent, Ranchi Cancer
Hospital and Research Centre

(RCHRC, Ranchi)

Management of Febrile Neutropenia

Ms. Archana Mehta, Nursing Officer,
BSc Nursing, Department of Nursing,

Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education & Research, Chandigarh

Nursing Management of children
undergoint HSCT

Mr. Bharatkumar S H, Clinical
Educator, Mazumdar Shaw Medical
Centre, Narayana Health, Bangalore

Infection prevention & control in
BMT setting

Mrs. Sangeetha Samuel, , Deputy
Nursing Superintendent/Assistant

Professor, Christian Medical College
& Hospital, Ludhiana, Punjab
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Webinar recordings are available on our website: 
http://hemecancer.org/

Register as a member to access recordings: 
http://hemecancer.org/webinar-recording.php

http://hemecancer.org/
http://hemecancer.org/webinar-recording.php


Topic Speaker

AML Registry training

Dr Manju Sengar

Training based on common findings from Source
Data Verification of HCC Registries

TRAINING OF DATA ENTRY
OPERATORS

ANNUAL REPORT 2023

We believe in delivering accurate and good-quality data. To encourage
this, we have been organizing various training programs for our Data
Entry Operators and conducts source data verification as it accrues to
ensure the quality of the data generated, provide evidence for the
integrity of data at the time of publication and to minimize the
missing data.

We conducted DEO training sessions based on the common findings of
Source Data Verifications

DEO workshop training program recordings are now available on the HCC website:
https://hemecancer.org/training-module.php

https://hemecancer.org/training-module.php


Topic Speaker

Fuel your body and mind to fight
cancer

Dr Gayatri Bhat, Dr Punit Jain, Ms.
Rupal Shah and  Ms. Mini Menon

Infection control during treatment 
Dr Abi Manesh and Ms. Keertibala

Shukla

Understanding and Managing side
effects of chemotherapy session

Dr Santosh KD and Ms. Mini
Menon

PATIENT SUPPORT GROUP
MEETINGS
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We introduced a groundbreaking initiative by establishing a patient
advocacy group dedicated to providing unwavering support to both
patients and caregivers. The patient support group sessions offer a
comprehensive exploration of hematological cancers, featuring
insights from leading experts in the field. Each session delves into
various aspects of these complex diseases, covering topics such as
diagnosis, treatment options, symptom management, and
psychosocial support. Through interactive discussions and expert
guidance, these sessions foster a sense of empowerment and
solidarity among participants, ensuring that no one faces
hematological cancer alone. 

Seven patient group sessions have been conducted in 2023. Patient
Group Sessions are held on third Saturday of every month.

The patient support group sessions commenced since March 2023. 



Bone Marrow Transplant
Dr Joseph John and Mr. Amit

Shenoy

Nutrition during cancer treatment Ms. Rupal Shah

Treatment of Blood cancer Dr Manju Sengar

Immunotherapy as a treatment
option of blood cancer

Dr Prasanth Ganesan
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Patient Support Group Session recordings are now available on the HCC website
https://www.hemecancer.org/support-group-meeting.php

Patient information booklet for hematological cancers are available on the HCC
website

English- https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education.php

Hindi- https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-hindi.php

Marathi- https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-marathi.php

Malayalam-  https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-malayalam.php

Kannada- https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-kannada.php

https://www.hemecancer.org/support-group-meeting.php
https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education.php
https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-hindi.php
https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-marathi.php
https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-malayalam.php
https://www.hemecancer.org/patient-education-in-kannada.php
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3RD ANNUAL MEET

Our Third Annual Meeting was conducted in Chennai on 14th
October 2023.

The focus of this year meeting was “ Consolidation and Planning of
Future”.

It was a small meeting comprising of  Executive Members.

Highlights:

Implementation of  Disease Working Group

Revision of each hematologic cancer Case Record Forms

Retrospective and Prospective studies planned 

Implementation of new diseases in the registry- Primary

Myelofibrosis, Myelodysplastic Syndrome, CAR-T cell therapy
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Independent Auditor’s Report
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Balance sheet as at March 31, 2024
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Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ended March 31, 2024
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Cash flow statement
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Fixed Assets
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Schedules / Notes
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cont..
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Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year ended March
31st, 2024
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CONNECT WITH US

You can join us on:

CONTACT US

EMAIL: ADMIN@HEMECANCER.ORG

HCC is deeply grateful to its individual & corporate
supporters for their generosity.
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