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MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR

Hematological cancers are one of the most 
curable cancers if diagnosed early and treated 
appropriately. The delivery of treatment in our 
country has several limitations which include but 
are not limited to resource constraints, and lack 
of expertise and knowledge to deliver therapy.

While India has highly skilled professionals in the 
medical and basic science institutes and numerous institutions that
are on par with international peers, these are often limited to major 
cities and are inaccessible to the poor. The overall number of
trained educated health workers is very low in proportion to the
country’s population. It is widely recognized that there is significant
under diagnosis of hematological cancers in India and of those
diagnosed, a substantial proportion of patients do not receive
standard-of-care therapy. Many of the issues have never been
systematically evaluated due to the lack of large well-annotated
registry data. Also, treatment strategies and algorithms are often
based on studies and data generated in high-income countries,
usually in a clinical trial setting, with a different healthcare delivery
system that may not necessarily apply in India. 

Hematology Cancer Consortium is a multi-center collaborative
academic organization established with the aim to improve
knowledge, standardized treatment protocols, and cost-effective
approaches to management based on locally generated data.



ANNUAL REPORT 2022

MESSAGE FROM DIRECTOR

We are happy to share that we began our work with 12 leading
cancer centers and currently have 26 partners contributing data to
the registry and actively participating in research. We are
conducting retrospective and prospective studies and working on
finding solutions for patients in our country. We are conducting
educational and training sessions for - doctors, nurses etc. We are
committed to the cause and are now working Indianized treatment
protocol. Through this effort we are hopeful we will improve
treatment outcome and reduce treatment cost. 6 of our abstracts are
accepted at 64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022.

We are grateful to the donors and our institutional partners for their
support. 

DR. VIKRAM MATHEWS
DIRECTOR, 

HEMATOLOGY CANCER CONSORTIUM



Aggregate clinical data to support care outcomes of
hematological malignancies
Develop evidence based, locally relevant treatment
protocols and guidelines
Run investigator initiated prospective collaborative
clinical trials addressing regionally relevant questions
and evaluating cost effective treatment strategies
Continuous education to improve awareness and
enhance knowledge of therapeutic options for
standardization of care in hematological cancers

OUR GOALS

WHO ARE WE

Hematology Cancer Consortium (HCC) is a multi center
collaborative organization established to fulfil the long felt need of

good quality, cooperative group data in hematological malignancies
in India.
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OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

We began with 12 leading Cancer Centers as our institutional partner
and we currently have 26 partners.
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HCC Registries:

Registry Total Records

Acute Myeloid Leukemia 5345

Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 4253

Chronic Myeloid Leukemia 2288

Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia 603

Lymphoma 6065
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HCC REGISTRY

One of the goals of Hematology Cancer Consortium is to
aggregate clinical data to support care outcomes of

hematological malignancies. 

We are focusing on understanding existing challenges and
developing appropriate solutions.

Sharing in brief the center wise distribution of records to each of
the registry in the year 2022 along with the progress in term of year

wise data contribution from various centers across the country
since 2018.
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HCC REGISTRY

In the year 2022, twenty four centers across the country recorded
1295 Acute Myeloid Leukemia patients' information. The center wise

distribution has been summarized  in the graph. 

Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) Registry 

Progress
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Twenty two centers across the country recorded 1131 Acute
Lymphocytic Leukemia patients' information.

Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia (ALL) Registry 

Progress
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Twenty two centers across the country recorded 958 Chronic Myeloid
Leukemia patients' information.

Chronic Myeloid Leukemia (CML) Registry 

Progress
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Twenty centers across the country recorded 172 Acute Promyelocytic
Leukemia patients' information. 

Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia (APML) Registry 

Progress
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Twenty one centers across the country recorded 2693 Lymphoma
patients' information. 

Lymphoma (LYM) Registry 

Progress



RESEARCH

Study Title: Induction Related Mortality Score in Acute Myeloid Leukemia:
Prospective Validation Study (HCC pRISM-S)

We have validated the machine learning approach of predicting induction mortality
with variables relevant to regional clinical settings including baseline infection. The
SVM model predicted the risk of both induction mortality as well as morbidity with
high accuracy. An online calculator is being developed to help clinicians use this
score in regular practice for guiding treatment intensity as per an individual
patient’s risk and in directing appropriate resource utilization. 

(Induction Related Mortality Score in Acute Myeloid Leukemia: Prospective
Validation Study, 64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022).
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Study Title: Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of generic low-dose Dasatinib
for frontline therapy in chronic-phase chronic myeloid leukemia – A multi-
center phase II single-arm study (GLaD Study)

The study was conducted between October 2020 till September 2021. Patients were
enrolled from 9 centers across India. The interim analysis Dasatinib 50 mg appears
to be promising with respect to responses but with a caution considering the fact
that the majority of patients had a higher disease load 

(Low Dose Dasatinib Is Not As Active in a CML CP Cohort Enriched with
Intermediate/High-Risk CML Chronic Phase: A Phase IIb Multi-Center Trial, 64th
ASH Annual Meeting, 2022)

RESEARCH



RESEARCH
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Study Title: COVID-19 Hematological Cancers Registry of India (CHCRI Study)

Data collection was retrospective from 21st March 2020 till 30th October 2020 and
prospective from 1st November 2020 till 20th March 2021. The status of all patients was
updated on May 1st, 2021.

The study is published by:
Blood Cancer Journal - https://doi.org/10.1038/s41408-021-00599-w

Study Title: Outcomes and prognostic factors in patients with Burkitt's Lymphoma:
Real World Data (BL Study)

A total of 312 patients were included in this study. Out of these 257 patients received
treatment and were analyzed for the outcome and prognostic factors. 
Our finding is that treatment of adolescent and adult Burkitt lymphoma and leukemia with
intensive regimens (high-dose methotrexate-based) and dose adjusted EPOCH regimen
resulted in similar survival. Dose-adjusted EPOCH-based regimen was preferred in older
patients. The use of rituximab in these patients adds to the overall survival benefit.

(Outcomes and prognostic factors in patients with Burkitt’s lymphoma: real world data
(64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022).

Study Title: Epidemiology and treatment outcomes of patients older than 55 years of
age with Acute Myeloid Leukemia in India. (HCC Elderly AML)

Retrospective data from 17 institutional members was collected and analysed. Our key
finding has been the dual challenge of low rates of treatment initiation and significant
treatment discontinuation within one year in patients older than 55 years of age. Poor
disease biology is also highlighted by low rates of CR irrespective of initial therapy and low
probability of survival at one year 

(Epidemiology and treatment outcomes of patients older than 55 years of age with
Acute Myeloid Leukemia in India (64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022). 
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Study Title: Care of patients with Acute Myeloid Leukemia during COVID in India -
HCC Leucoin Study

Retrospective analysis of data for adult AML collected from 17 member institutions was
compared through two time periods: the pre-COVID period (1st January 2018 through 31st
March 2020) and the COVID pandemic period (1st April 2020 through 31st August 2021).
Survival and follow-up data were analyzed as on 31st May 2022. A total of 2998 patients,
were registered (2003 in the pre-COVID period and 995 during the COVID pandemic).

Our data suggest that continuing standard of care in treatment-emergent AML even during
the pandemic is feasible and intensive induction chemotherapy and transplant should still
be offered for eligible patients 

(Acute Myeloid Leukemia during the COVID Pandemic: Impact and the Indian
Experience, 64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022).
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Real-World Outcomes for Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia: Need to Address
Induction Mortality

We analysed the data for patients with newly diagnosed APL from two large tertiary
care centers in India, registered between 2013-2018 to evaluate the outcomes in all risk
groups (as per Sanz score), mortality within first 30-days and prognostic factors.
Patients with low/intermediate risk were treated with ATRA and ATO based therapy
whereas the high-risk group received chemotherapy in addition to ATRA/ATO. A total
of 238 patients were included in this analysis. 
The retrospective analysis highlights that ATO+ATRA and minimal anthracycline based
therapy has led to similar outcomes in all risk groups and the present need to address
induction mortality. High induction mortality in patients with WBC >40,000/cum
indicates the potential contribution of infections due to use of steroids to treat
differentiation and underlying coagulopathy or a different biology. 

(Real-World Outcomes for Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia: Need to Address
Induction Mortality: 64th ASH Annual Meeting, 2022).
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UPCOMING CLINICAL TRIAL

Study design: Phase III open labeled Randomized Control Trial
Sample size: 280 patients (140 patients in each arm)
Study duration: 3 years
Objective: To evaluate the net treatment benefit (event-free survival, documented
infections, differentiation syndrome, hepatotoxicity and neuropathy in decreasing
order) between the two study arms.
Indication: Patient newly diagnosed with Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia and age
more than 15 years at diagnosis.
Update: Protocol writing is complete. Designed ICF's and CRF. Site evaluation
criteria is ready. Synopsis along with NDA has been shared with the members.

Study Title: Phase III open labeled randomized controlled study to evaluate the
optimal dose of all-trans retinoic acid in the treatment of low and intermediate risk
acute promyelocytic leukemia. (HCC-APL22 DOSA Study)
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PUBLICATIONS

Outcomes in adolescent and young adult acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia: a report from the Indian Acute
Leukaemia Research Database (INwARD) of the
Hematology Cancer Consortium (HCC)

British Journal of Haematology
https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/bjh.17268.pdf
DOI: 10.1111/bjh.17268

Hematological Cancer Consortium: Multi-Center Acute
Myeloid Leukemia Registry Data from India

Blood 2018; 132 (Supplement 1): 4006.
https://doi.org/10.1182/blood-2018-99-116853

Outcomes of patients with hematologic malignancies and
COVID-19 from the Hematologic Cancer Registry of India

Blood Cancer Journal
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41408-021-00599-w

https://www.hemecancer.org/pdf/bjh.17268.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1182/blood-2018-99-116853
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1038%2Fs41408-021-00599-w&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cede9b1ea40304550a3d208d9d06a1520%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637769976356051228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yRo6%2B7giA0fVkueV8Az2ouWsTce1zciewvtghHE5y54%3D&reserved=0


EDUCATION & TRAINING
NURSING WEBINARS

We are pleased to share that the HCC nurses group had initiated an education
program to enhance knowledge. First nursing webinar was conducted on 27
April 2021.

Eighteen webinars have been conducted so far. Webinars are held on the last
Tuesday of every month. More than 100 nurses participate in these webinars.

Thank you, team!

Nursing Webinars conducted since January-2022:
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EDUCATION & TRAINING
NURSING WEBINARS
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Webinar recordings are available on our website:
http://hemecancer.org/

Register as a member to access recordings -
http://hemecancer.org/webinar-recording.php

http://hemecancer.org/
http://hemecancer.org/webinar-recording.php


TRAINING OF DATA ENTRY
OPERATORS
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Hematology Cancer Consortium believes in delivering accurate
and good-quality data. To encourage this, HCC organizes various
training programs for our Data Entry Operators and conducts
source data verification as it accrues to ensure the quality of the
data generated, provide evidence for the integrity of data at the
time of publication and to minimize the missing data.

We conducted a special workshop for DEO’s on 27th and 28th
May 2022 in collaboration with the CDMC team.

DEO workshop training program recordings are now available
on the HCC website:
https://hemecancer.org/training-module.php

We also conducted a training workshop for DEO’s on 21st
October 2022 during our Second Annual Meet at TMH, Mumbai

https://hemecancer.org/training-module.php
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HCC 2ND ANNUAL MEET

502 Participants attended the program.
Received 85 Abstracts and were presented as a poster.
Training sessions, panel discussions, and skill stations were
organized during the nurses’ workshop. We focused on
Chemotherapy, Good Clinical Practices for HPC Infusion and
Blood Transfusion: Nursing Perspective and CVAD Workshop.
Patient Advocacy group was formed and was hosted during the
Annual Meet.

Data Entry Operators Training Session

Our Second Annual Meeting was conducted in association
with the Society of Hematologic Oncology (SOHO) 

from October 21st to October 23rd, 2022 
at Rustom Choksi Auditorium, Tata Memorial Hospital,

Mumbai

The goal was to bring state-of-the-art data along with relevant
abstracts to an audience with an interest in hematologic

malignancies. Experts shared information on recent advances in
the field of hematological malignancies that impacts clinical

management with a special focus on regionally relevant research.

Highlights:

We conducted:
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HCC 2ND ANNUAL MEET

Nurses Workshop - Closing gaps: Translating guidelines into
best nursing practices
Scientific Program focusing:

Patient Advocacy Session

Session 1 - Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia: Recent Advances
Session 2 -  Chronic Myeloid Leukemia – Standard of Care in 2022
Session 3 -  Is it Time to Re-Define the Standard of Care in AML
Session 4 -  How to make Multiple Myeloma Care more Equitable Globally?
Session 5 - Management of Non-Hodgkin lymphoma
Session 6 -  Myeloproliferative Neoplasms

The annual meeting session recordings and photos are
available on HCC website: https://hemecancer.org/

https://hemecancer.org/
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Independent Auditor’s Report
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Independent Auditor’s Report
cont..
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Independent Auditor’s Report
cont..
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Independent Auditor’s Report
cont..



ANNUAL REPORT 2022

FINANCIAL REPORT

Balance sheet as at March 31, 2023
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Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ended
March 31, 2023
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Cash flow statement
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Fixed Assets
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Schedules / Notes
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Schedules / Notes
cont..
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year
ended March 31st, 2023
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Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year
ended March 31st, 2023

cont..
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Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year
ended March 31st, 2023

cont..
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Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year
ended March 31st, 2023

cont..
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Notes forming part of the financial statements as at the year
ended March 31st, 2023

cont..



CONNECT WITH US

You can join us on:

CONTACT US

EMAIL: ADMIN@HEMECANCER.ORG

HCC is deeply grateful to its individual &
corporate supporters for their generosity.
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https://www.hemecancer.org/
https://twitter.com/HCC_HemeCancer
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hematology-cancer-consortium

